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KakaoTalk Rumor Effect:
The influence of social media rumors on 

participation and knowledge in the 2017 
South Korean presidential campaign

There is growing evidence that political rumors shared and discussed on social media have the potential 
to fuel misperception and negatively impact political systems around the world. Yet rumor 

communication may also have a more fundamental influence on how citizens engage in political life. In 
this talk, Dr. Kwak will share findings from two-wave panel survey data collected during the 2017 

South Korean presidential election. The talk will attempt to answer a set of questions regarding 
whether rumor communication on social media predicts campaign participation and knowledge. The 

study was conducted in the context of KaKaoTalk, a popular instant messaging app where communities 
for rumor discussion are likely to emerge.
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